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Adopt a volunteer and help him to
help others

"Adopt a Volunteer” program is an initiative by Emfasis Foundation,
aiming to enable Volunteer Social Street Workers and to offer
selflessly their time and efforts.
Emfasis’ teams consist primarily of social scientists and other
experts, who operate according to the principles of Social Street
Work in neighborhoods and areas where there are vulnerable fellow
citizens (homeless, chronically unemployed, without permanent roof
or at the verge or homelessness, single parent families living under
the poverty line, amongst others.)
After assessing their individual needs, Emfasis teams provide them
with social, emotional and humanitarian support.

Emfasis cornerstone is our volunteers! They are students,
graduates, both working and retired professionals, aspiring active
citizens, even living overseas but willing to help.
Through the generosity of their hearts and dedication to the vision of
our organization, they are committed daily, weekly, monthly to being
present and active members of the Emfasis family.
They strive to source survival goods and other provisions through
donors/sponsors, drive the mobile support units to receive and to
deliver, research daily of available relief services, contact
municipalities and fellow organizations to share findings, investigate
alerts received by the public for people in need etc.

How can I adopt an Emfasis’ Social Street
Worker?
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For all contributions, Emfasis will issue an official receipt of donation.
For contributions of minimum 3 and above, you will receive a
detailed report based on the social impact of the Volunteer, as well
as a certificate of Adoption, which you can offer as a gift certificate
to someone else – simply a unique and meaningful gift idea!

Meet in person an Emfasis Volunteer
Sofia - Social Worker
Working in the street with the Emfasis team as a social
worker/Social Street Worker, I felt I was experiencing a parallel
reality to my own. When I am on the street I observe, approach
and talk to people living at the edge of society. After many
encounters, I came to the strong realization that despite
superficial differences, all people are equal. I came to terms
with the fact that, for some people the street is their home
and in many cases, they consider the streets a safer and a
better option versus an unhealthy situation back at “home” or
a crowded/unwelcoming night shelter. I learnt to listen, listen
carefully, and with respect, without rushing to conclusions.

Panagiotis - Mobile Support Unit Driver
It keeps amazing me how eager and ready are usually the
people that we approach, to trust us and to recount the
events of their lives and their feelings. The smile of a man and
a simple “thank you for keeping me company” makes me
realize the extent of the social exclusion that he is
experiencing, as well as how different his needs can be
compared to what we seem to think, judging on appearances.
Nevertheless, his smile is the greatest reward. It gives me the
strength to continue communicating with people on the
street, absorbing their frustrations, offering my nonjudgmental listening.

Joanna - Relief Desk
While I was trained by the Social Street Work team, I felt the
essence of my role for the first time. It is a great challenge, as
you are getting close to people who have not necessarily
shouted for help. You are required to go there out of your own
will, not behind the physical and emotional safety of an office,
but by going on your knees on a sidewalk, at level height with
the human being in need. To build a relationship with
someone who lives in street conditions, there is a prerequisite
of acceptance: they need to accept your offer to help. Once
they trust you, you can start together the journey of
empowerment.

For information contact: info@emfasisfoundation.org (for all Greeks living
overseas or any supporters outside Greece) or call 2103220831 or 6992764001 in
Athens.

Pireaus Bank
Panepistimiou str., Athens, Greece
Account Name: EMFASIS
Account No: 5029-069192-340
IBAN No: GR75 0172 0290 0050 2906 9192 340
You may find all information regarding PayPal at the Emfasis website – please,
do not forget to mention “Adoption Program” reference/description.
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